Please share with all of those who you feel would be interested. Thanks!
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Dear Colleague,
We are pleased to announce the 2009 Penn-Del AER Spring Vision Conference, “Promoting Professionalism: Over the Years and Across the Miles.”  This year there will be lots more of what you asked for!  We have a number of wonderful opportunities for you to enhance your skills, to network, and to socialize with your colleagues.  In response to conference evaluations, we have created an agenda that addresses your needs and desires for furthering your professional development. 

This year we will kick off the conference with Mary Nelle McLennan’s Keynote, “Hat Tricks: The Roles We Play as Professionals.”   On Thursday, the Mid-Note presenters are Dr. Jennipher Weibold and Dr. Penny Willmering who will address the issue of “Compassion Fatigue.” Also on Thursday, John Tommasini, Director of the Pennsylvania Bureau of Special Education, will chat with us at lunch about the State of the Commonwealth. We will end with an inspiring Footnote by Reverend Jim Warnke entitled, “One Message; Many Voices. Supporting Professionals in Our Field."

New Feature: Obstacle Avoidance Workshop with Free “K”Sonar device.

New Feature: “Vision Monster” Job Fair.  Employers bring your job postings! Potential employees bring your resumes!
We are confident that the 2009 Penn-Del AER Spring Vision Conference will be a wonderful opportunity to hear and share stories that enable you to continue your professional growth and inspire a renewed commitment to the goal of making a difference in the lives of children and adults with visual impairment.  We look forward to seeing you in April.

On behalf of the 2009 Conference Planning Committee,

Gayle Aquino 

Jennifer Edgar 
Brenda Egan

Sandy Finkel



Sister Meg Fleming,
 Chair

Brenda Loughrey

Barbara Mallory
Jean May



Mary Nelle McLennan


Vince McVeigh

Christie Peel
Larry Steninger


Dr. George Zimmerman

Conference Location

Holiday Inn Harrisburg/Hershey

604 Station Road

Grantville, PA 17028

(717) 469-0661

Please make your hotel reservations as early as possible.  Mention that you are attending the Penn-Del AER Spring Vision Conference to receive a reduced rate.   http://stayholiday.com 


Check website for updated schedule   
                                              www.penn-delaer.org
Conference begins:
Wednesday 4/22/09 at 1:00 PM 
Conference concludes:  Friday 4/24/09 at 12:00 PM

AER WORKSHOP: Obstacle Avoidance
Sponsored by: American Printing House for the Blind, Inc.

Course Instructor: William M. Penrod, Ed.D., Assistant Professor, University of Louisville

Small electronic devices can aid users who are blind or visually impaired with orientation and mobility. By listening to sounds produced by 'K' Sonar, users can determine not only the distance and location of an object, but some of the object's features.

Attend this workshop to discover how your clients might benefit from an obstacle avoidance device and learn how to effectively train your clients in the use of one particular device; the "K" Sonar. This eight-hour block of training includes both classroom and hands-on instruction. You will receive CEUs for this seminar as provided by your host AER Chapter.

Instruction includes:

    -  Overview and Characteristics: Electronic Travel Devices. 

    - The “K” Sonar Device at a Glance

· How to turn on

· How to charge batteries

· Range(s) of the device

· Fields

    - Limitations

· Traffic

· Street crossings

    - Learning Activities

· APH “K” Sonar Manual (Terlau & Penrod, 2008) 

· Obstacle detection

· Obstacle identification

· Obstacle avoidance

Registered attendees who complete the full seminar will receive a FREE "K" Sonar Device (valued at $750 USD) for their personal use! Seminar is limited to the first 35 individuals who register; an overflow waiting list will be maintained. Sign up for this seminar when you register for your for the Penn-Del AER SVC using the enclosed registration form. Cost is $129 per

attendee in addition to the SVC registration fee.

This workshop begins Thursday afternoon and continues until the close of the conference on Friday. 

AER would like to thank the American Printing House for the Blind for their support in providing the "K" Sonar ETDs. APH is the world's largest provider of accessible educational and daily living products. Building independence for 150 years, 1858-2008.

 AER is proud to offer a series of professional workshops in cooperation with our AER Chapters who host these workshops at their chapter meetings. AER provides the course, content and instructor, and our chapters provide the venue, registration and other meeting support. Send your ideas for future AER WORKSHOPS to  aer@aerbvi.org.

	Tentative Speakers
	Topics

	
	

	Sally and Bob Alexander
	Laura Bridgman: She Changed the World of Disability 

	Vasu Babu  & Jenifer Ellenberg
	Using AAC Systems to Improve Language and Literacy in Visually-Impaired Students

	Ayala Ballanoff & Tom Woodman
	Outreach and Training with Vision Simulation Activities: A “Make and Take” Workshop

	Cammy Holway-Moraros & Montress Kenniston
	How Does Your Garden Grow? – Adaptive Gardening  

	Michelle Hoffman & Karen Frank
	Expanding Our Core: Embedding Expanded Core Curriculum Skills to Meet Preschool and Kindergarten General Education Standards

	Jule Ann Lieberman
	Talking Book Revolution: Dilemma or Delight in Digital Talking Books

	Gene McMahon
	Is It Time For A National School Record Card For Students With Visual Impairment and Blindness?

	Ruth Mlotek & Kenni Holoway-Moraros
	My Life, My Journey – A Therapeutic Creative Arts Program

	Steve Obremski & Deb Mendenhall
	CATS & DOGS:  An Innovative Approach To Providing Services

	Marla L. Moon, O.D., F.A.A.O.
	Ask the Doc

	Sam Paradise, Jr.
	O&M and Wheelchair Use

	Nancy Parkin-Bashizi
	Putting Style into Your Professional Presentations

	Christie Peel & Lynn Fox 
	Optimizing TDL Services to Children: A TVI Launch Pad

	Peel, Christie & Fox, Lynn
	Optimizing TDL Services to Children: A VRT Launch Pad

	Lillian Rankel & Marilyn Winograd
	HANDS-ON SCIENCE: Inquiry Based Learning for Visually Challenged Students in a Mainstream setting: grades 2 through 9

	Amanda Reinsfelder
	Pennsylvania’s Telecommunication Device Distribution Program

	Rebecca Renshaw & George Zimmerman
	Orientation and Mobility Specialist's Positioning at Intersections

	Kathy Rooney & Becky Barnes
	New Issues for Blind and Visually Impaired Pedestrians (or Things that drive us nuts out there!)

	Dona Sauerburger
	Step by step – systematic cane instruction and assessment

	Sister Elaine George
	Tactile Graphics – with the user in mind. Part I – Taking a Look

	Sister Elaine George
	Tactile Graphics – with the user in mind. Part II – Making It

	Sister Elaine George
	Quick Fix Brailler Repair Workshop  

	Jay Stiteley
	Independent Airport Traveler 

	Monica Turner
	Adaptations for Teaching Math to Students who are Blind or Visually Impaired

	Rick Welsh & Jim Newcomer
	Understanding and Using a Code of Ethics

	Jennipher Wiebold


	Compassion Fatigue and Self-Care Among Blindness and Low Vision Service Providers

	Penny Willmering
	Ethics and Professional Boundaries: How Close Is Too Close

	
	

	Roundtables
	O&M, TVI & VRT, Technology, and Employment


2009 Penn-Del AER Registration Correction
Penn-Del AER Spring Vision Conference 2009 Registration Form
Enter text in fields below. Fields will expand as you write.

	Name:
	

	Agency/School/IU:
	     

	Street Address:
	     

	City, State, Zip:
	     

	Work Phone: 
	(     )      -     
	Home Phone: 
	(     )      -     

	E-mail:
	     

	Type of Registrant

(Check ALL that apply)
	     Attendee       Board Member       Student        Vendor               

     Committee Member       Volunteer       Parent      Speaker

     TVI         O&M        CVRT        CRC       CLVT   

	AER Member #
	             New members will receive a voucher at the conference

	Special Accommodations


	     Disk       Braille       Large Print       ASL Interpreter 

     Audio Describer for those who are blind

If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with  Disabilities Act and will need assistance during this conference, please make your needs known by March 25, 2009.  The committee cannot guarantee accommodations requested after this date.  If additional information is needed, please contact Brenda Egan at (412) 621-0100 x272 or began@wpsbc.org.  Reasonable efforts will be made for accommodations.

	
	


Please note that the Obstacle Avoidance Workshop is available to the first 35 Certified O&M Specialists.  If additional spots are available, the session will be opened to other vision professionals.

	
	

	Early Bird Registration AER Member: $120
	             Postmarked by March 25, 2009

	Early Bird Registration Non- AER Member: $180
	             Postmarked by March 25, 2009

	Early Bird Registration
AER Member SVC and
Obstacle Avoidance: $249

Early Bird Registration
Non-AER Member  SVC and Obstacle Avoidance: $309                
	             Postmarked by March 25, 2009
             (First come, first serve. Maximum of 35 participants. Please submit a $120 check made out to Penn-Del AER and a $129 check made out to AER) 


            Postmarked by March 25, 2009
               (First come, first serve. Maximum of 35 participants. Please submit a $180 check made out to Penn-Del AER and a $129 check made out to AER)

	
	

	Regular Registration AER Member: $140
	             Postmarked by April 17, 2009

	Regular Registration Non- AER Member: $200
	             Postmarked by April 17, 2009

	Regular Registration
AER Member SVC and  Obstacle Avoidance: $269

Regular Registration Non-    AER Member SVC and Obstacle Avoidance: $329
	             Postmarked by April 17, 2009

                  (First come, first serve. Maximum of 35 participants. Please submit a $140 check made out to Penn-Del AER and a $129 check made out to AER). ) 

            Postmarked by April 17, 2009
                 (First come, first serve. Maximum of 35 participants Please submit a $200 check made out to Penn-Del AER and a $129 check made out to AER).))

	
	

	Student Registration AER Member $70
	             Postmarked by April 17, 2009

	Student Registration Non- AER Member $100
	             Postmarked by April 17, 2009

	
	

	Wednesday Only  $65
	             Postmarked by April 17, 2009  (No Lunch)

	Thursday Only  $95
	             Postmarked by April 17, 2009  (Includes Lunch Only)

	Attendee or Guest Banquet Tickets for Thursday $35
	             Postmarked by April 17, 2009

	Friday Only  $55


	             Postmarked by April 17, 2009  (No Lunch)



	
	


	Registration Confirmation by email ONLY:

Cancellation Policy: 
	     
Full registration refund only if request to Brenda Egan is received by April 17, 2009


	Thursday Lunch
	     Chef Salad        Vegetable Quiche         Dijon Club Wrap

     No Lunch

	Thursday Banquet
	     Yes

     No

	Dietary Restrictions?
	     


Professional Credits/Hours—offered by:

Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation & Education Professionals (ACVREP)

Continuing Education (CE) hours

Pennsylvania Department of Education Act 48 Credit hours

Certified Rehabilitation Counselor (CRC) Credits

Delaware’s Continuous Clock Hours


Method of Payment

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO
“Penn-Del AER”
Purchase orders cannot be accepted.

Payment must accompany registration form.

Mail registration and payment to:

Penn-Del AER Spring Vision Conference c/o Brenda Egan
Western Pennsylvania School for Blind Children
250 N. Bellefield Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15213-1499   
began@wpsbc.org


Penn-Del AER Spring Vision Conference 2009





2009 Penn-Del AER Spring Vision Conference








April 22 - 24, 2009�Grantville, PA








