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April 23, 2009

Penn-Del AER General Assembly Meeting Minutes
Approved April 22, 2010

Harrisburg/Hershey Holiday Inn

Mesting called fo order at 11:10 am by Brenda Egan, President.

ATTENDANCE
» Penn-Del AER Board Members and General Membership
» Quorum established for voting members

(See Appendix 1. General Assembly PowerPoint Presentation to support all details reported
below)

OFFICERS REPORTS
President, Brenda Egan: Brenda began the General Membership Meeting by establishing the
agenda and then introducing the Board Officers and the Directors-At-Large. In the Message
from the President, Brenda highlighted this past year's efforts and activity which include:
e Penn-Del AER being more than just the Spring Vision Conference
¢ Unanimous Board response to the proposed changes from ACVREP
« Watched our budget to bring the Chapter back into the black, indicating that the Board
is committed fo achieving a balanced budget
Board was thrilled to launch the Regional Meetings
Made efforts to improve communication with the general membership
Board’s commitment to improve through self-assessment — demonstrated by their
attendance at the four annual Board meeting and completing work in between
meetings
Brenda acknowledged our two existing members: Jennifer Edgar and Dr. George J. Zimmerman
and thanked them for their contributions as Directors-at-Large.

Addressed the Goals for 2010:
+ Continue to work on meeting the goals of the revitalization plan that was started in the
fall of 2006 — which includes being recognized as the Chapter of the Biennium at the
2010 AER International Conference
¢ The Board has a presence in Pennsylvania and Delaware and we are here to
represent the general membership.

Secretary, Lynn Fox: Read the minutes from April 2008’s General Assembly Meeting. John Ford
made the motion to accept the minutes as submitted, Debby Holzapfel seconded the motion;
motion approved.

Treasure’s Report, Vince McVeigh: Vince reported that the combined account has a balance of
$43,293.21 as of 3-31-09. Once all of the expenditures for the conference are paid, the budget
for the end of the fiscal year, June 30, 2009, will be posted on-line,

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Nominations Committee — Sandy Finkel: Presented the goals and activity of the committee and
presented the Slate of Nominations to the President and General Membership. The nominations
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slate included: Holly Russell, Lori Love, Tracy Whitehead, Gerald Kitzhoffer, and Mary Tolbert.
Brenda Egan opened the slate for additional nominations. None were made from the floor. Vince
McVeigh made the motion to accept the slate as presented. Gary Nuss seconded the motion.
Brenda called for the vote to accept the slate of nominations to the General Membership. All
affirmative votes. The motion carried.

Bylaws and Structure Committee, Vince McVeigh, Chair:

The Bylaws and Structure Committee was charged to review the Bylaws to look for any
corrections and inconsistencies. The Board approved the proposed changes to the Bylaws on
February 19, 2009. The proposed changes were submitted electronically to the General
Membership through e-Blasts and web site postings. The proposed changes were read during
the General Meeting. Vince moved to submit the committee report to the President. Jennifer
Edgar made the motion to accept the Bylaw changes as presented. Debby Holzapfel seconded
the motion. Discussion addressed the wording changes in Article |. Agreed to accept wording as
is. Brenda called for the vote to accept the purposed Bylaws changes. All affirmative votes. The
motion carried.

Special Report: ACVREP, Dr. George Zimmerman:

(See Appendix 2) Provided overview of the December 16, 2008 announced ACVREP changes
to the certification policies for Track 1 and 2. Due to national response to not implement these
changes, ACVREP announced on January 14, 2009 to postpone the March implementation. On
March 5%, various stakeholders met with ACVREP to discuss their various perspectives. The
result is that ACVREP has rescinded their proposed changes — voted on April 6" and
announced on April 13", There is the need to have transparency between ACVREP and
stakeholders. George also addressed certification requirements specified from the federal and
state levels to emphasize the vague language to provide O&M services from certified
specialists.

Communications Committee, Sandy, Chair:
Focus on improving free means of electronic communication.
1. Public Relations — Jen: presented slide content: goal and activity of the sub-committee

2. Newsletter/e-Blasts — Charlotte: highlighted slide content. Discussed approach to
improve e-communication to transmit information to the general membership through the
use of a new server called School Wires hosted by the Western Pennsylvania School for
Blind Children.

3. Website — Sandy: presented slide content and highlighted the web address and
homepage content.

4. Legislation — Marla: presented slide content: goal and activity of the sub-committee.
Briefly discussed the laborious process that bills undergo.

Professional Development Committee, Sister Meg, Chairperson:
1. SVC, Sister Meg, Chair: presented slide content: goal and activity of the sub-committee

2. Leadership — George: presented slide content: goal and activity of the sub-committee.
Emphasized Board's need to look for new, up-and-coming leaders.

3. Scholarship — Lynn: presented slide content: goal and activity of the sub-committee
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4. Regional Meetings — Gary: presented slide content: goal and activity of the sub-
committee

Membership Committee: Rebecca, Chair
1. Presented slide content: goal and activity of the committee, emphasizing membership
drive

Ad Hoc Awards Committee: Amy, Chair:
1. Barbara presented the goals and activity of this committee, highlighting the responsibility
shift for selecting recipients of the ELEY and the Service Awards from the SVC to the
Penn-Del Chapter.

Gerald Kitzhoffer presented Jackie Brennan with the AER International Samuel C. Howe Award.

AER Intemational Update: Debby Holzapfel, Disfrict 6 Representative:

Highlighted the mission of AER International and the key strategies currently being employed:
» Improve communications
+ Ensure financial stability and a balanced budget
¢ Grow membership numbers significantly

Vince McVeigh made the motion to adjourn. Debby Holzapfel seconded the motion.
MEETING ADJOURNED at 12:00.
Next meeting: General Assembly Meeting at the 2010 Penn-Del AER Spring Vision

Conference. Time and location to be announced.

Respectfully submitted:
Lynn Fox
June 24, 2009
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Pennsylvania-Delaware AER
General Assembly Meeting
April 23, 2009

?,E{e Agenda

* Introduction of the Board Members
* Message from the President

* Officers’ Report

+ Committee Updates

* Update on ACVREP

* International AER Report

Penn-Del AER Officers

President: Brenda Egan
President-Elect: Sister Meg Fleming
Past-President: Sandy Finkel
Secretary: Lynn Fox
Treasurer: Vince McVeigh

Members at Large

Western Region Eastern Region
Dr. George ), Zimmerman lennifer Edgar
Charlotte Fisher Cindy Mock

Rebecca Renshaw
Mary Nelle Mclennan

Jonathan Fister Delaware Region

Central Region Barbara Mallory
Dr. Marla Moon Amy Rotzinger
Lynn Murphy
Gary Nuss
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ﬂ}% Regional Map

est Central

..,,FaSt Delaware

Message from the President
Brenda Egan

3/af010 DRAFT - DRAFT - DRAFT

@ Officers’ Reports

Secretary’s Report;

Approval of the General Meeting Minutes,
April 2008

Treasurer’s Report:
Review of the Budget

Nominations Committee
Sandy Finkel, Chair

Committee Members:
Lynn Fox, Jennifer Edgar, & Debby Holzapfel

Ponn-pel FER
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Nominations Committee

Goals:

To present an outstanding slate of
candidates to become representatives of
the Board

Activity:
Presentation of the Nomination Slate 2009
Call for Vote

02 ) Slate of Nominations

Western Region
Holly Russeli

Eastern Region
Gerald Kitzhoffer

Central Region
Lori Love
Tracy Whitehead

Delaware Region
Mary Tolbert

Bylaws Committee
Vince McVeigh, Chair

Committee Mambers:
Marla Moon & Gayle Aguino

N\

Ponn.pel FER

Goals:

To define and refine committee policies and
procedures

Activity:
Call for vole on proposed bylaw changes

Bylaws Committee
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p,,@w,@ Proposed Bylaw Changes

Approved by the Penn-Del AER Board on Februsry 19, 2002 for membershig
consldaratlon at the 2009 Annval Meeting

ARTICLE I: Name
Section 1. The hame of this organlzation shall be the Pennsylvania-Delaware
Chaptar of the Associatlon for Educatlon and Rehabllitation of the Blind and
Visually impaired. Here after referred to as the Penn-Del AER Chapter. itls o
chapter of The Assaclation for Education and Rebabfitation of the lind and
Visuatly impalred, an interaationa! gssociation,
(Replacing]

ARTICLE ks Name
Saction L. The naune of this organization shail be the Pennsylvanta-Delaware
Chapter of the Association for Education and Relabllitation of the Blind and
Visually Impaired, of the international AER office. Hare after referred to as the
Penn-Del AER Chupter

9nr|-Del P'E

ARTICLE X: Commlttess
Sectlon 2, _Board Lialsons/Spacial Committees. Either at his/her own Initlative, at
the request of the Board of Directors, or by vole of the membershlp, the President
may appolnt hoard lialsons/special commiltees to condust studies, consider
spetiflc questions related to work of the Penn-De AER Chapter, and bring that

Inforenatian back to the Board, the Website subcommittes and the information
subcommittee,

Proposed Bylaw Changes

[Replacing]

ARTICLE X: Comimitteas
Seciion 2. _Board Lialsons/Spaclad Cammittees, Either at hisfher own Initlative, at
the request of the Board of Directors, of by vate of the membership the President
may appeint board lialsens/special committees to conduct studies, consider
specific quastions related to work of the Penn-Dek AER Chapter, and bring that

informatlon back 1o the Board, the Websita subtemmitee and the Newsfetter
subcommittee

»Bﬁ?.,ﬁ Proposed Bylaw Changes

ARTICLE KI: Parliamentary Authodivy

Se¢tion 1,2, The Communications Committee shall consist of the followlng four Sub-Committeas:
Public Relations, information, Website, and Leglslation. The Communications Commfttes Includes
the Chalr ptus four Caordinetars,

The Chalr of the Communlcations Commitice shall appelnt Coordinators for exch of the feur Sub-
Fomni:ime.r, Each Sub-Committea will conslst of &s many memkers as hecessary to cerry out their
unction.
The Public Relatians Sub-Commiitee will be rospensible for preparing informat kanal materials highlighting
the organization

The Sub-Committee will and di inate newyto chapler members,

The Website Sub-Compiftee will update ard makiain all informatlen relevant for membership.

The Leylslation Sub-Committee shall keap 1he Board of Directars informed of oll proposed
Ie'flslaﬂon i the state and federal levels, which Is of significance \o the membership of the Ponn-Del AER
Chapter

[Replacing)

»a%a Proposed Bylaw Changes

ARTICLE X1: Parliamentary Authorlty
Sectlon 1.2. The Communlcations Commlites shall consist af the following four Sub-
o Public R fetier, Website, and Laglsl

The Chalk of tha Communlcations Committee shall appoint fetrr Coordinators for eaci of the
Jour Sub-Committers, Fach Sub-Commlitee will consist of as many members as necessary to
<arry out thelr function.

The Public ke Sub-C: will be ble For preparing

) materials highligh the i
Th /7 Sub-¢: willl prepare and i o I te chapter
members.

The Webslte Sub-Committee will update and malntain all Information relevent
for membersiiip.

The Legislatien Sub-Committee shall keep the Board of Directors infarmed of all
proposed lepislation at the state and fedaral Jevels, which s of significance to the
membership of she Penn-Del AER Chapien
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Proposed Bylaw Changes

ARTICLE X1 Parliameniary Authorky
Section 1.3. The Protessional Bevetopment Commbitae shall canslst of the following four Sub-Commiitees:
Spring Conference, Leadorship, Scholarship, and Reglonal Meeting:. Excepl far the Spoing Conference Sub-
Cominlilee, the Chair of the Professlonal Deyelopment Commitias will appoint three Coordinators for
each of the 1hroe Sub-Cammittees. Each Sub-Commilee will cons|st of as many members a5 necessary o
carey out their funttlon.

Sub-C for ping opportuikies for fenir-Bel ALR
mainberswha live or work fit hnn:yﬁnnh or Belaware wag who are enrefled In yniversity persopns)
preparetfon progranis n a refuted flald of study that oddresses the sducationst and rehubifitation needs
of persons with Wt Jmpofiments,

[Raplacing)

Sectien 1.3. Tha Prolessianal Peyelopment Commistee shall tonsist af the folfowlng four Sub-Compmiiees:
Spring Conference, Leadershfp, Scholarshin, ind Reglanal Maailfigs. Excep! for the Soring Conlerence Suh-
Comuniites, the Chalr of the Professfenal Cevelopinent Commitlee will appeint three Conralnalors lor
each of Lha three Suh-Committees. Each Sub-Commitier wilt consis! ol as many members as nacessary lo
carry aut shelr funettan

ThaScholarship Sub-C: resp far ping far tilyersity
siudents whe eifend ohe of the threr universliy persenne! prepatration progroms In Pennsylvanfo,

Proposed Bylaw Changes

In addition, it is recommended that several
non-substantive changes be enacted to add
consistency to the document. They include the
consistent use of International when
describing the parent organization and the use
of the lower case when referencing the by-
laws.

Academy for Certification of Vision
Rehabilitation & Education Professionals
Update
George J. Zimmerman

Communications Committee
Sandy Finkel, Chair

Subcommittees:

Public Relations — Jennifer Edgar
Newsletter/E-blast — Charlotte Fisher
Wehsite — Sandy Finkel
Legislation — Marla Moon
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Public Relations

Goals:

To promote AER and the professions it
encompasses

Activity:
Established sub-committee members
Action plan to be implemented in July 2009

Newsletter/E-Blast

Goals:

To be the primary vehicle for the flow of
information to and from the membership

Activity:
E-Blast events and announcements
Contact: fisherc@wpsbc.org

@ Web Site

Goals:

To maintain an updated web site to serve as
an accurate communication tool to our
membership

Activity:
www.penn-delaer.org

'G. 2999 Regisiration
¢ 2009 Conference Schedule -
g) i
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Legislation

Goals:

To monitor and respond to current legislative
activity at a state and national level
Activity:
Disseminate information to the Board and
general membership {new legislation and
proposals) in a timely manner

Professional Dev Committee
Sister Meg Fleming,Chair
Subcommittees
SVC ~ Sister Meg Fleming
Leadership — George Zimmerman
Scholarship ~ tynn Fox
Regional Meetings — Sister Meg Fleming

Ponn-pet MER

@ Spring Vision Conference

Goals:

To host a quality annual conference to
support on-going professicnal
development and networking

Activity:

Solicited speakers, vendors, and
participants to host an cutstanding
avent

@ Leadership

Goals:

Penn-Del AER will commit our time to identify
and grow leaders to carry the torch for the
Chapter

Activity;
Established mentorships

Developing a process to identify future
leaders

Provide leadership opportunities
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Scholarship »a% Regional Meetings

Goals: Goals:

To define and refine student scholarship To host effective and productive regional
procedures to reward deserving meetings for more frequent contact with
applicants membership

Activity: Activity:
Announced scholarship in late January Each region hosted at least one event this past
Selected and notified recipient fall

Will present award this evening

&9;,@ Membership Committee

. . Goals:
MemberShlp Committee To develop and implement an action plan to recruit,
Rebecca Renshaw, Chair retain, recognlize, and educate chapter members
Commitiee Members: To increase chapter membership by 20%
Charlotte Fisher, Jean May, & Rachelle Stauffer Activigfw to 296)

Created informational brochures
Implemented a membership recognition program
Increased membership

ean-Del AE
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Awards Committee
Amy Rotzinger, Chair
Committee Members:
Sister Meg Fleming & Debby Holzapfel

Awards Committee

Goals:

To define and refine the Penn-Del AER awards to
recognize and highlight the achievements of
deserving professionals within this chapter

Activity:
Call for nominations in February
Selected and notified recipient
Will present awards at Awards Banquet

AER International Update
Debby Holzapfel
District 6 Representative

e

Ponn-pel FER

Call to Adjourn
Brenda Egan

Y

Penn-pet PES
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ACVREP Certification Update
PowerPoint Presentation
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CERTIFICATION UPDATE

George ] Zimmerman
University of Pittsburgh

What transpired

@ On December 16, 2008 ACVREP announced significant changes to
their certification policy:
¢ Gllmination of the three category certification eliglbility erlteria for
each of ACYREP's three disciplines and the proposal of two NEW
Tracks {1 and 2)

v Elimlnation of universily preparation (in O8M and Rehabililation
Teaching) to become eligible for cestificalion, and

¥ Elimination of the discount for AER members

8 OnJanuary 14, 2009 ACVREP announced the postponement of fhe
implementation of these propesed changes :

v Qutcry from Indlividuals, proups, Chapbers and Divisions within
AER

v Schedule of face-to-face talk at Jo Taylor on March 5, 2009

What transpired

@ OnMarch 5, 2009 representatives from ACVRED along with
vepresentatives from AER, ACB, AFB, Veterans Association,
COSB, and VislonServe Alliance met to discuss the various
perspectives relating to the NEW proposed certification policies,

m At the conclusion of this meeting it was decided that the ACVREP
representatives would strongly recommend to the full ACYREP
Board the following!

v ACVRIP rescind the proposed NEW certiflcation policies and
procedures

v ACVREP develop and Institute a iransparent process thal seeks input
from stakehalders whenever medifications or changes In ACYREP
professional competencies, cetification criteria and/ or the code of
ethics are to be considered

Presently

= On April 13, 2009 the ACVREP announced the following:

v The BOD of ACVREP voted on Apiil 6, 2009 to rescind the proposed
NEW Track 1 and Track 2 certificatlen policies.

+ The former three category certification cligibliity criteria for each of
ACVREP's three disciplines have been reinstated.

v Inyesponse to the recommendations made by ACVREP
representatives, all parties pledged to work collaboratively lo seek
ways to addiwss personnel shorfages and other challenges facing the
feld in ordler to breaden the provision of quality services to include all
individuals seeking and receiving services in a Hmely and complete
manner Strategies o Improve communicalion and bransparency
among ACVREP and stakeholders is on the May 2, 200% Board
mecting agenda.
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0&M Qualifications at the
Federal Level

IDEA (1997, PL 105-17) included O&M as a Related Service

1DEIA (2004, P1. 108-446} amended the language stating that “the Stale
educatlonal agency has established and maintains qualificalions lo.
ensure that personnel necessary to carry out [these services| are
appropriately and adequately prepared and fralned, including that those
personnel have the content knowledge and skiils to serve children with
disabilitles ” . ..,

(1} Related services personne) include qualifications that “ara conslstent
with any State-approved or State-recognized certification, licensing,
reglstration, or other camparable requirements that apply lo the
profesaional discipline in which those personnel are providing special
education or refafed services;

{ii) ensure that related services personnel who deliver services in their
discipline or profession meet the requirements of clause (I} and have not
had cartification or licensura requirements walved on an emergency,
temparary, or provisional bagis . “

Implementation of IDEA in PA

a  Title 22 of the PA Code Chapter 49,11 (2006} states that “State certificates
and permits will be issued as pravided in thls chapter, and teachers and
other profossionat personnel may net perform professional duties or
services in the schools in the Commenwealth In any area for which they
have not been properly certified or permitted”

m  PACSPG No, 60, Instructional Area Code 9290 (2004) states “The certified
educator is qualified to provide instruction in classroom orfentation
Including the use of sighted guide techniques. Any additional Instruction
i the orlentation and mobilily for students with blindness/visual
‘Impairments (e.g., cane travel, street cyossings) requires a professional
certificate in orientation and mobility”

The State of Q&M
in the Commonwealth of PA

The federal guldelines are clear. They leave il up to the states (o enforce.

‘The PA Statke regulations are aiso somewhat cloar but allow for confusing
interpretation, For example, the A DOE Division of Cerlification Services has
ot establishad & cettification or license for Od&eM Specialists,

1 assume that the PA DOR Division of Certification Services nowa about
ACYREP certification in Q&b and Is defaulting to Mhat agency to previde the
carlificate,

1 50, they are s8] not providing any oversight or enforcement te snsure that
O&M Specialists are certified and retain certification as stipulated in the
Chapter 49 regs,

Sn, unluss vtherwlse stipulated by an administrator/superv isor in an [U,
schaol district, or specialized school, an individual Q4M Speclalistis allowed
to deckie whathershe or he wanls lo become and vetain certification every
five years through ACVREP.

Would the Commemwenlth allow a TY1 to sarve studenis without
certification? Why then is it nkay (o allow uncestified OfM Specialists o
serve this population?




