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Meeting Minutes
April 23, 2015

DRAFT

Best Western Premier Hotel, Harrisburg, PA

Meeting called to order at 11:05 am by Vince McVeigh, Board President

Attendance

  Penn-Del AER Board Members, General Membership and Conference Attendees

Officers’ Reports

President: Vince Mc Veigh

Opened with a general welcome and introduction of Board Members

Secretary:  Helene Marano

Presented minutes from April 24, 2014 General Assembly Meeting.  Motioned to accept the minutes as submitted.  The motioned was seconded by Christie Peel; no discussion; call for vote; motion approved

Treasurer:  Vince McVeigh (acting for Dan Madrid)

Presented budget, motioned made to accept.  The motion was seconded by MaryNelle McLennan; no discussion; call for vote; motion approved
Committee Reports

Nominations Committee – Christie Peel, Chair

 Nominations for Directors-at-Large


West: Kathleen Buskirk, VRT, LVT

            Debby Holzapfel, TVI, O&M, Administration

                       Mary Nelle McLennan, TVI, Administration


Central:  Susan Neff, Independent Living Specialist


East:  All positions currently filled


Delaware:  Loretta Harper-Brown, CRC, Administration



         Maria Lepore-Stevens, O&M, CAPE

*With the election of this slate our Board will be at the maximum number permitted under our By-Laws

Communications Committee - Debby Holzapfel, Chair

-The website has been reorganized and renamed to better describe the section.

-Conference materials are accessible

Legislation

Resolution – CSPG No. 202

- Recognize PDE’s recent work to clarify O&M Certification 

-Penn-Del Chapter of AER recognizes the effort and congratulates the Department of Education for their efforts on behalf of the students with visual impairments and the professionals who support them to better ensure quality instruction in this critical area of the expanded core curriculum.
Cogswell/Macy Act

During the next two years, the 114th U.S. Congress may review and amend IDEA as part of the Congress’s periodic reauthorization of the law.  The Cogswell/Macy Act can be passed by Congress at any time in advance of IDEA reauthorization, or it can be incorporated, in whole or in part, into the reauthorization itself.

Professional Development Committee – Vince McVeigh, Chair

Resolution in Recognition of Kutztown University
 With over 50 years of training teachers of the visually impaired, there are 140 graduates currently providing instruction to students with visual impairment in the state.  Over the past 50 years, 800 Kutztown University graduates have provided instruction to students with visual impairments.

Be it resolved, the Penn-Del AER Chapter recognize and congratulate Kutztown University for its continued commitment to the training of qualified and certified teachers of the students with visual impairments throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the surrounding region.
Student Scholarship

This year’s recipient is Katherine Flick of Kutztown University

Membership Committee – Rachelle Rectenwald, Chair
Individual certificates presented from AER International for 5, 10, 20 and 25 year membership.

Awards Committee - Deb Holzapfel, Chair

Resolution In Memory of Our Colleague and Friend, Dr. Richard L. Welsh

-Be it resolved that the Board of Directors of the Pennsylvania-Delaware Chapter of AER offers its deepest appreciation of Rick who served with boundless dedication to our chapter as well as the organization; and

-Be it further resolved the Penn-Del AER Chapter at its 2015 conference henceforth changes the name of the Penn-Del AER Service Award to be named the Penn-Del AER Richard L. Welsh Service Award in recognition of his distinguished career on behalf of persons with visual impairments and the professional who serve them.

2015 Award Recipients

Penn-Del AER Richard L. Welsh Service Award:  Brenda Egan

Elinor Long Educator of the Year (ELEY) Award:  Jorene Proper

Next Year’s Conference April 27-29, 2016

Best Western Premier Hotel and Conference Center

Meeting Adjourned at 12:00 pm

Submitted by Helene Marano
Pennsylvania - Delaware Chapter
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